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Mangroves in China
Ko Wagn-cheung
( South China Institute of Botany, Academia Sinica)
Summary .

Mangroves are widely distributed along the seacoast of South China,inha-
biting on the muddy tidal coasts of Guangxi and Guangdong, Because of the
warm current of the Kuro Siwo, the mild climate enables them to grow as
far porth as Xiamen ( Amoy, 24°18’N)of Fujian Province and the Xinzhy
harbour (25°10’N) of Taiwan Province. Those inhabiting on the coast of Hai-
nan Island are the most exuberant, including 28 species belonging to 15 fam-
ilies, They are categorized as the eastern formation,

According to their structure, phenotype and ecological environment, they
may be classified into 3 communities., '

(1) The Dwarf Shrub Community, mostly distributed among the areas of
higher latitudes. The dominant species of this community is Avicennia marina
on the outer front of the sea beach, On the river outlet where the fresh water
and the saline water meet is Aegiceras éorniculqtum. ‘

(2) The Dense Large Shrub Community, Because of the difference of
temperature and variation of soil properties, the species that constitute this
"community are various. Nevertheless, they are all having the Rhizophoraceae
as their dominant family, having the viviparous féatures. On the eastern sea
coast of Hainan Island, where the temperature is high and the rainfall is ab-
;undant,Rhizophora stylosa is the absolute dominant species, On the flat mud-
- dy beaches or the river outlets of Guangdong and Guangxi, Kandelia candel is
dominant. ‘

(8) Tree Community, mainly distributed along the east and northeast
coasts of Hainan Island. Their sites are of higher elevation, but still having
sea water approaching the outer front of the site during the daily rising tide.
Only during high tide can sea water approach the inner part of the site. The
species that constitute the community are Bruguiera gymnorrhiza,' B,sexangu-
la and B sexangula var, rhynchopetala, The trees may reach a ‘height of
8 —10 meters with DBH of 30—40 centimeters. They are the Mangroves that
yield highest volume of timber and have the most economic value among the
mangroves of China.’

The mangroves of China are just like those in the other parts of the world,
the dominant species are distributed distinctly in zomes. Usually on the
outer edges of the beaches and river outlets Somneratia alba and Avicennia ma-
rina appear as pioneer species. On the middle parts where the sites are more
favorable are. Rhizophora and Kandelia candel inhabiting., On the inner parts,
Brugiiera is the main species, with some Xylocar pus granatum and Excoecaria
‘agallocha constituting a mixed stand.

The vast areas of mangroves in China are rich in resources, they may
contribute large quantities of timber, fuel wood, tannin and also many kinds
of medical materials. The mangroves will also act as buffer zoges to protect
the coastal bagks from sea wave. Therefore it is necessary for the govern-
ment to pass a law to protect the mangroves from denudation,
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