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A NEW SPECIES OF CURCUMA ROXB,

Chen Xiu*—xiang

(Guangxi Institute of Traditional Medical & Pharmaceutical Sciences)
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Curcuma sichuanensis X. X. Chen, sp. nov.

Haec species affinis C. Jongae Linn. quae differt rhizomate intus auran-
tiaco, valde aromatico; foliis brevioribus, 25—45 cm longis; corollarum lobis
albidis.

Herba perennis, 70—140 cm alta. Rhizoma crassum carnosum, ovatum intus
flavidum leviter odore camphoraceo; radicibus filiformibus vel apicem versus in
tubera fusiformia incrassatis, tubera 2—4 cm longa, 1—2 cm diam., extus
albida, intus pallide flava vel albida. Folia circ. 4 — 6, omnia basalia, elliptico-
oblonga, 50—85 cm longa, 13—21 cm lata, apice caudata, basi late cuneata, utrin.
que glabra, viridia, subtus furfuraceo~punctulata; petiolis 20—32 cm longis gla-
bris. Spica autumnalis i. e. cum foliis et ¢ medio eorum oriunda, cylindrica ad
17 cm longa et 8 cm diam. , pedunculo circ. 15 cm longo suffulta; bracteae ste~
riles oblongae, circ. 7 cm longae, circ. 8 cm latae, infra medium albae, apice
purpureae, intus glabrae, extus pubescentes; bracteae fertiles late ovatae, 4.5cm
longae circ. 3.2 cm latae virides, utrinque glabrae; bracteola alba, oblonga cire.
2.5cm longa, 9 mm lata; calyx 1 cm longus, albus, irregulariter tridentatus;
corollae tubus 2.5 cm longus, fauce intus villosus; lobis 8, oblongis, flavidis,
13—17 mm longis, 11—16 mm latis, apice obtusis, dorsali paulo majore, apice
cucullatis; labellum ovatum, luteum, 1.8—2 c¢cm longum, 1.8 mm latum, apice
emarginatum; staminodia lateralia petaloidea, obovata, flavida; filamento com-
planato; anthera 4.5 mm longa; thecae basi calcaratae; stylus glaber, filiformis,
4.5 cm longus, albus; ovarium villosum. Capsula gIobosa, irregulariter dehiscens;
semina minuta, arillo lacerato cincta,

Guangxi: Nanning, culta, 27 viii 1982, X. X. Chen 29512 (Holotypus in
herb. Guangxi Inst. Trad. Med. Pharm. consery.)
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