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GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION OF CAMELLIA
SECTION CHRYSANTHA FROM CHINA

Su Zong-ming

(Guangxi Institute of Botany)

Mo Xin-li
(Guangxi Academy of Forest Exploration and Planning)

Abstract There are tweenty two species of Camellia Section Chrysantha throughout
the world, tweenty of them in China, among them eighteen species are endemic to
China and confined to Guangxi. The range of this section is between latitude 21°3¢’ to
23°40' N to the border of north tropic zone and longitude 106°40' to 108°35' E. There
are thirteen species in calcareous soil and seven species in red seoil, They are distri-
buted quite regular and generally occur under natural forest alomg the streams in
the valley with relative elevation of 10—15 meters, or at the bottom of the limestone
hill peaks and depression at the foot on the shady limestone hill slope. The regions
of the section with abundant individuals (the geometric centre) appear in Fangchen
Xian and Longzhou Xian; one of the regions with plentiful species (the greatest
variable centre) appears in Longzhou Xian with 9 species, and the other in Fusui
Xian with seven species, The floral regions of this section in China may be divided
into six subregions. In vertical distribution, species of the section generally appear
at the elevation of below 700 meters. In horizontal distribution, the successive
replacement of the species has revealed as follows: Camellia parvipetala and four
species are distributed at latitude 21°31' N; C, longganensis and seven species
northwards between latitude 22°10'—22°45' N; C. terminalis and ten species at latitude
22"50' N; C. pinzgouensis at latitude 23°40' N. While C. chrysantha, the widely
dispersed species, appears between latitude 21°31'—22°55' N, In the range of the red
soil, the longitude 107°30' E is the boundary line, in the east of this line there are
C. hrysanthac and othe forur species, in its west, the species are replaced by
C. parvipetala and one species,

Key words Camellia Section Chrysantha; geographic distribution



