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Observation of surface morphology of Chimonanthus
tepals and its significance

FANG ZiYi ZHAO Kai-Ge" CHEN Long-Qing

( Key Laboratory of Horticultural Plant Biology of Ministry of Education College of Horticulture
& Foresry Sciences Huazhong Agricultural University Wuhan 430070 China)
Abstract: Scanning electron microscopy was used to explore the tepal microstructure of Chimonanthus praecox and C.
nitens. The results showed that the tepal of C. praecox has thick transparent covering at its inner epidermis and no wax
at its outer epidermis while the tepal of C. nitens had wax covering and epidermal hair. Stomata were not found at the
tepals of both species. These morphological characteristics may confer C. praecox the environmental resistance and there—
fore are of significant ecological value.
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