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Pellionia sect. Elatostematopsis and P.
cephaloidea should be restored

WANG Wen-Tsai
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Abstract; Pellionia cephaloidea is characterized by its pistillate capitate inflorescences with receptacles and involucres,

and by this one character it can be distinguished from all other species of the genus Pellionia. Thus, this curious ad-

vanced species and the advanced monotypic sect. Elatostematopsis based on it of the Pellionia ,both erroneously relegated

into synonyies in 2002, are restored in the present paper.
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Sect. Elatostematopsis W. T. Wang in Bull.
Bot. Lab. N-E. Forest. Inst. 6; 64. 1980; et in Fl. ReiP.
PoP. Sin. 23 (2): 185. 1995. Type: P. cephaloidea
W. T. Wang

Pellionia sect. Pellionia sensu Q. Lin,L. D. Duan
& M. H. Li in Acta Phytotax. Sin. 40(5) :478. 2002.

A sect. Pelloinia inflorescentiis pistillatis capitatis
receptacula et  involucra  gerentibus  praeclare
differt. Folia trinervia vel triplinervia. Floris pistillati
tepala 5, leviter inaequalia, subequilonga, omnia plana
et haud corniculata.

One species, endemic to Heng Shan ( i 111 ),
Hunan Province.
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Pellionia cephaloidea W. T. Wang in l.c.,pl.1;
7-9.1980;¢t in l.c.,pl.38:1-3.1995;B.G.Li in Fl. Hu-
nan 2:291.2000. Holotype: Hunan, Heng Shan, 1925-
06-08 , Hunan Museum s.n.(PE).

P. scabra auct.non Benth.: Q. Lin, L. D. Duan &
M.H.Li in 1.¢.2002, P. P. quoad syn.P. cehaloidea
W. T. Wang et ejus nominis holotypum;Q.Lin et al.in
F1.China 5.24.2003,P. P. quoad syn.P. cephaloidea
W. T. Wang tantum.

Ad descr. orig. emend.: Folia minora trinervia,
majora semitriplinervia. Capitula pistillata plerumque
singulariter raro binatim axillaria, subsessilia vel
breviter pedunculata; receptaculum rectangulare vel
suborbiculare ,usque ad 2 mm longum et 1.8 mm latum,

vel. ca. 1.5 mm in diam., 4-lobatum vel 4-partitum, gla-
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Fig. 1 A-G. Pellionia cephalloidea A. Flowering branch; B-D. Pistillate capitula,seen from beneath; E. Two
pistillate braceteoles; F. Pistillate flower; G. Pistil ( from holotype). H. Pellionia scabra pistillate flower.

(from S. Y. Hu 13006, collected from Tai Mo Shan,Hongkong) ( Drawn by SUN Ying-Bao)

brum, dorso bracteis 5—10 triangularibus vel deltoideis
0.5-0.6 mm longis 0.4-0.8 mm latis sparse ciliolatis
praeditum, ventre multiflorum; bracteae involucrales

numerosae , densissimae , anguste triangulares vel line-

ares, 0.5 -0.6 mm longae, 0.1 - 0.25 mm latae,
subglabrae vel sparse ciliolatae; bracteolae membra-

naceae ,semihyalinae, triangulares vel anguste triangu-
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