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Pellionia mollissima, a new species of
Urticaceae from Guangxi

WANG Wen-Tsai

( State Key Laboratory of Systematic and Evolutionary Botany , Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Science, Beijing 100093, China )

Abstract; A species of the genus Pellionia ( Urticaceae ), P. mollissima,is described as new from Southwest Guangxi.
This species is characterized by its lineolate and tuberculate achenes,and by this unique fruit character it may be distin-
guished from all the other species of Pellionia.
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Pellionia mollissima W. T. Wang,sp. nov. Fig. 1.

Species nova haec acheniis longitudinaliter lineola-
tis et minutissime tuberculatis insignis est, secundum
fructus characterem hunc a speciebus omnbus ceteris
generis Pellioniae diffeet, etiam foliis utrinque densis-
sime puberulis a speciebus sinensibus ceteris generis
hujus recedit.

Perennial herbs, turns black when drying. Stems
ca. 65 cm tall, near base 6 mm across, above densely
puberulous ( with hairs 0.2 mm long ) , below glabrous
and longitudinally shallowly 10-sulcate. Leaves sessile;
blades thin papery,obliquely oblandeolate or long ellip-

tic,13-17 em long,2-4.8 cm broad, apex long acumi-
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nate, base at leal narrow side long attenuate and at
broad side obtuse or auriculate , margin denticulate ; sur-
faces adaxially and abaxially very densely puberulous
(with hairs 0.2-0.5 mm long) ; venation semi-triplin-
erved, with lateral nerves 3 at leaf narrow side, 5 at
broad side; cystoliths dense, bacilliform, 0.2 0.5 mm
long ; stipules membranous , narrow-lanceolate or linear,9
—11.5 mm long,2-2.8 mm broad, abaxially puberulous.
Staminate cymes unknown. Infructescences singly axilla-
ry ,small, ca. 3 mm long and broad, sessile, below from
base very shortly 4-branched ; bracts sessile, ovate,nar-
row-ovate or narrow-lanceolate, 0.5-0.6 mm long, 0.2-
0.35 mm broad ,brown , glabrous , apex acute or attenuate.

Pistillate flower 5-merous,not seen; persistent tepals 5,
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Fig. 1 Pellionia mollissima A. Upper part of pistillate stem; B. Infructescence; C. Persistent tepals and achene; D. Achene. (from holotype)

lanceolate-linear or narrowlanceolate ,0.7-1.5 long,0.3—
0.4 mm broad, brown, at the middle part dark-brown,
glabrous, apex acute. Achenes bilaterally compressed,
biconvex , broad-elliptic,ca. 1 mm long,0.6 mm broad,

longitudinaly lineolate and very minutely tuberculate,

brown ,apex with white membranous remnants of stigma
ca. 0.2 mm long.
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