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Selection of reference genes for RT-qPCR and expression
of genes involved in homoglutathione anabolism in
soybean under stress of phosphorus deficiency

CHEN Yu-Lian, ZHANG Tao, DONG Deng-Feng"

( Agricultural College, Guangxt University, Nanning 530005, China )

Abstract ; Selection of stable reference gene(s) is the prerequisite for RT-qPCR analysis. Homoglutathion plays an im-
portant roles in utilization of phosphate in plants. In this study, the expression of fifteen candidate reference genes were
determined in two soybean varieties differing in phosphorus efficiency under normal and stress of low phosphorus availa-

bility. Fifteen candidate reference genes were validated by GeNorm, NormFinder, BestKeeper and ACt comparision and
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RefFinder analysis, and out of those, the three most stable genes, PSC, TUB and 18sRNA, were used to normalize the

expression of two genes, y-glutamylcysteine synthetase (y-ECS) and homoglutathione synthetase (hGSHS) , involved in

homoglutathion anabolism. In the low P efficient soybean variety GX1, the expression fold changes (FC, as compared to

normal ) of y-ECS and hGSHS in roots and leaves all decreased with the rise of stress duration; while in the high P effi-

cient variety GX2, the FCs of y-ECS in roots and leaves, as well as hGSHS in roots increased with the increase of stress

duration ; except that AGSHS in leaves decreased. The results suggest that the difference of gene expression might account

to the phosphorus utilization efficiency.

Key words: soybean, reference gene, homoglutathione anabolism, RT-qPCR, phosphorus deficiency

SEH 2 G B PCR (real-time quantitativereverse
transcription PCR, RT-qPCR) X245 22 & e, R B
B MRS R R SRR A, I N TR
f)2153H7 ( Valasek & Repa, 2005) ,{H7E RT-qPCR
AR 5y 32 5] RNA $REC 0 S #2 A PCR 9774
eSS SES AU E QSR TE SN SN RSN s
EAFEZE S . ARAS HL ST S i SR 45 21 5 5
AFERIE N Z B0 H B Jk A 1) 33 kAT
B b3 (H B R AR K BATAT— >N 25 A g
TEFTA SERIREE T A 2Rk, A R E 1 S B Ak
PR 7 —E BY AL SUR AR b, A7 7 5 L84 XHE
TR SR (Suzuki et al,2000) . ANTEGHAZ Bk
fE IR B il A NS 2N CYP2, i fE A
Sde B, Bl A N S0 SAND-2 (5K 05 W,
2013) 575 % H (2012) X F KR AIBFFE R, CYP J2 AR
TRASEEE A T AR E M R 1) N S EFl-o &
e A ER B T B 5 1S A NS AL TUB 521 5
N BB IE NS LA S A EE R R (Hu et al,
2009) | %5 (TEAKPRSE,2014) 2R (X455,
2012) SEHE M N 2 LA I i k| e BLHL S SRR
FATE T NS AR N B RS E PEAFTE 22 5% DF T
AR [ 1S90 SRR T e AR R RN S BT

K 5.( Glycine max, soybean ) J2&:F& [ 3= %L it 7 4}
VEW) e N fe E AW A B R R 2 — 78
B2y b A BRI ) B A R RN E .,
J5 HIE RIS SR BTTE , K GASREA RO SOk
JCER, WA TR b DX M R e R R
— A EH K (glutathione , GSH ) &2 —Fh A L5 , 8
i Asada-Halliwell iSS 721 BRIE M 480 AR AE P IR 9 AR
PRI T AL (-SH) TEA- WK N BELR S DNA (4R
FSURHA A W) 03 FHRbe A , HAE 2R WAt
AR (R F TR ERE L) fd R E

FAE M (Lxppartient et al,1999) , K& H 4% Bt N K
(homoglutathione ,hGSH ) JL-F- B GSH 14 #8 T 6E
(Hopkins,1929) . hGSH {49 & o W26 58 1, B
e - E 2 B R R & B (y-glutamyleysteine syn-
thetase, y-ECS) ik L-A &R L-E PR T & 1
V- IR W 2 R (y-glutamyleysteine, v-EC) ; 2R )5
TE 4% Bt 9 BK A& B B8 ( homoglutathione  synthetase
GSHS) AL T, NI INTE y- 7 2R 2 i
C-A i B hGSH,, y-ECS F1 hGSHS #IA A J& GSH
A=Wy G R e R SR , LB BRI S AR S A
XoF 25 TSR 10 1) 2 i B2 B A DG y-ECS Fil hGSHS
JEH y-ECS Tl hGSHS i AL 1), y-ECS 7] fig & 5
TR, hGSHS LS, EAZ A LA R 2 4 A 41
ST A 3R TS hGSHS ( Copley & Dhillon,2002)
UFGST GSHS J¥5 5 H B B EY R cDNAs AR
B FEYIRIEE T y-ECS FEH A TR K 2% 5 ( May,
1994) . y-ECS 1 hGSHS [H)Zik & S K Syt
AU,

H AT, 0 A DA X R S ARBE i ae T N 2 2k R AR
SEPEMAR SCHE . AT B AR 3R T R A AR 85
A 15 NN S I RSB RS M, RIE NS
RTHEE LS A FH T S AW 30 T 23 IOk 9 ARG 1A
WHEFE R y-ECS F1 hGSHS By A 5 5 3 ] ) 2%
32,V Sl NS R (10772 71 o w3 B L A R g 7

1 MR 57

1.1 &R Fn i b 38

PLR GRS i 15 (R FR GX1) Fl
FR R 2 5 (FRITRR GX2) bERE, KE )7
LMV BT B 2 T AE VI TE T $E 4L

et FEEAR S b+ 30% /9 H,0, %
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Table 1 Primer sequences and PCR efficiency of fifteen reference genes
PSR Bk 514 b R bR
Reference gene CenBank Primer mplication length  PCR efficiency
(bp) (%)
18sRNA X02623 F:GCCCTTTGTACACACCGCCC 103 90.46
R:TTCTCACAACGTCGCGGGCA
ACT AW350943 F:TCGTATGAGCAAGGAAATTGG 101 91.80
R:TAGAGCCACCAATCCAGACAC
ATP CA801096 F:GCAAGCTCTATAGGCCAGGAT 119 98.01
R:CTCCAATGTCAATGCCTTCAT
CYP BQ453702 F:TGTGTCAGGGTGGCGACTTCA 101 98.50
R:TTCGCCATGGAGAGGATGCC
EFl-a DQ235094 F:AGTCCTGAAACTCGCTGCGCT 111 93.38
R:GGGTTCTTGATCGACGGTGGCA
EFI-B BM270158 F:AGCAAGCATGGCAGTCACACT 95 91.36
R:ACCCGGTGATGTAGCTGCGT
G6PDH HQ651809 F:CGGTGCTGCTAGAGGATGGGAA 150 109.23
R:AGCAAGATCCCCAGAAGCGC
PE Al938444 F:TTCTGGAGTTGGAGGACACTG 100 93.14
R:GGCATCTTAACAGCAGAAGCA
PP2A CA802098 F:TGCAGCACATACTTCCTCAGGT 107 91.18
R:AGGGCCCATCACAGGAGCAA
PSC BG508491 F:GGCTGCATTAGAGATGCTGAA 93 90.80
R:AGAGATCACATCTCAGCAACCA
TIF CD391856 F:TCCAACTCGGACCAATACAAG 90 93.46
R:GTTAGTGCCCACAGCATAACC
TUB CD394504 F:CTCGTCATCGATCTCGTTCTC 106 103.11
R:TGGATGAGATGGAGTTTACCG
UNK1 BU548932 F:CTTCCACCATGTCTGGTAAAGA 100 101.33
R:CTAGAAGGTGCAGTGCGTGTT
UNK2 CD392706 F:ATTTTCCTCCTCAACGTTTGC 142 93.92
R:GGAGTGAAGGAAGCTTGGTCT
Letin DQ235094 F:TGGGACAGCGAAACCGGCAA 140 108.03
R:CCATCGTCGGATTGGGGCTGA

R 1 min, 5 A A CaSO, 23 30 min, A
MBIEA R R, F B — R ARG R 3
1/5 Hoagland 532 oKk, K95 0 6] SE 90 20 47
fIk# (1/5Hoagland 7 52, Hd KH, PO, 9k BN
0.2 pmol « L' ,pH=4.5) FIXJ B AL B (1/5 Hoagland
FIRW, pH=4.5),2 d 4 1 WEFRI, /NHE S
10 min, £ KK 800 F1 18,00 5545 1 KX pH ( 2541

HEAE 2012)  EER A AL HE 2 4 . 8.12.16 d UK E
ARAFN R HE AR R 5 A7 T -80 C kA4 H
1.2 RNA IR EXFA S5 5R

&L RNA A H U FEAE Y RNA R EGAH) & (dt
SR ) B AR UL IA R T, RNA $2 HZS 2 R e e
HL, YK A1 Nanodrop 2000 K Il H: ¥ B il 4fi B | 24
28SrRNA F 18SrRNA 2545 ¥ Mt , A260/A280 [{ETE
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Fig. 1
of fifteen reference genes in soybean M. DI.2000 Marker;
L. I8RNA; 2. ACT; 3. ATP; 4. CYP; 5. EFl-a; 6. EFI-B;
7. G6PDH; 8. PE; 9. PP2A; 10. PSC; 11. TIF;
12. TUB; 13. UNK1; 14. UNK2; 15. Letin.

Agarose electrophoresis analysis of the PCR products
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Fig. 2 Distribution of Ct values

bottom mean maximun, upper quartile, median, lower

Each box from top to

quatile, minimum. The black spots mean outliers.

1.8~2.2 Z[a], A260/A230 7£ 2.0 LI b, W T 5 &2
S ; W SRS IR U S ( Takara , K% ) ULAHH
A B cDNA 55 —45 , JF T -20 CIRAFE# .
1.3 NS EEAMBENERSIWHIZ TS K

T NCBI & 15 A~ S K 18sRVA (ACT
ATP . CYP . EFl-o. EFI-B. G6PDH . PE . PP2A , PSC |
TIF . TUB .UNK1 ,UNK2  Letin J%%), F Primer3.0 %
S, 516 A8 i LR T ARS8, 51
YWIIFSIILE 1,
1.4 A2 EE RT-qPCR & &

KH Bio-RAD CFX96 i£ i PCR 1%, 2 xSYBR
Green mix (b 50 B M 22 ) il 617 N S 3 A RT-
qPCR, 10 WL iK%, % 2 x SYBR mix 5 uL; | Fif

518145 0.5 wL;cDNA 0.5 pL;ddH,0 3.5 puL, RT-
qPCR §H4FLF .95 C 3 min; 95 C 10 s;65 C/60
°C 30 ;40 MEFF;65~95 C A UG R ZE , BT 5
0.5 CORRF S s, 4 MEYFER YL M3 ik
B ToARWE, JCTRAR T R EE M R AT,
W HEAT 5 B2 5255
1.5 RS ERFE | MF 8 RMITE

HURE i cDNA, DL 10 F5F5 B 6 NBR I Wk i
10"3#98 % 107, cDNA Y75 BEA0 BE AR A A b, 4G
FI CoMEAE DAL AR, L Hlbr e f £, AR5 A
E=(107"""=1) x 100% KT B R fFN 23
) E B(EAE 90% ~ 110% , R*>0.99 I, B A4 F 52
55,51 ReRmE 1,
1.6 NS EE R EMEIES T

IR ANRE S HEAT RT-qPCR , W46 A6 3 1) 4
HEAL Ct, FH excel AbPREXPE . L) Genorm ( Vandesom-
pele et al, 2002 ). NormFinder ( Andersen et al,
2004) . BestKeeper ( Pfaffl et al, 2004) Fil AC X} kb
(Silver et al, 2006) KA NS H H M F e P &5
JH RefFinder ( Xie, 2012 ) £5 G A i 1 ) e F2 2 1Y
NZRH . GeNorm A NormFider F2/F & 24 Ct {H
AR Q (EA REAT 43 BE 4r Br , S A Al Q=
EOsmletinin (g Sl YRR YT R AR T 100%
i), E B H BRI 2, Ct sample iz BE R AL & p
) Ct B, Ct min I AERE S P AR/ CL i) .
1.7 v-ECS 1 hGSHS & B, K&l

SIS HE y-ECS F hGSHS 3R R B, 51915
it ( hGSHS, F: ACAACACCACCTTTCCCTT, R: AT-
CAGCAGCAGCCTCTTCA , Genbank : NM001250121. 1;
y-ECS, F: CCTTGTCCGTCCAGTCCTTATT, R : TCAGT-
GGCAACTACAGCGTCTT, Genbank ; XM006580527.2) .
ALY BRI A TR F NS EHE, &5 U
DI.2000 Marker AFRIC , 1% EAE B HL Pk A PCR 7
Yy, S TR IN— 3 55t BB B [ S
(Takara, Ki% ) I, [BI™ 4% 4% 31 pMD18-T k4
(Takara, Ki% ) , A KA FF 18 ( DHS o) %32 25 241 i,
BT Amp/IPTG/X-Gal AR -, HEAT W 1 BET
B, PSR LA T Al SE R, PS5 R IGR I, iF
19t i PCR, € mAE R 272° % 1 (Livak &
Schmittgen ,2001) J153% K A XS 2k i
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2.1 ISEFERHAEE PCR 4R

AR ERFER BRI SRS 1 5 cDNA AdR , i
17 PCR ™14, 28558 By s W 58 et FEL VK UIE 552, 7 80 ~ 250
bp ZIHIAAERSE R R 5500, 55t ry 1)
J BOR/IN—3, UL O A B R — 1 R
WS Hbs A B, i 1 R,
2.2 Ct AT SR

MG RT-qPCR 153 8 Ct 7T oA L ] 3k 10
FHE, CofHBE, RIIXEL N R IAN mRNA & 825
FEAIG, Sz, ) mRNA Bk, 453 a0E 2 foR, 15
DNNSEEFTE 40 DA CofETE 15~35 2
], FEEE TR 20~ 30 Z ], BN S R FERE A7 TE
ANTRITE Rl A% 0, MAIE] 2 T DL HE A 1 Bl e R i 3
K& ACT , Ct [H22(HiA5) 15.84, CYP 1Y Ct {H43Fii e
e FEFTAFEA T 18s rRNA P FEAS TR YY) Ci {8
A%, VLA EATAY mRNA EEREA S0
23 RIENSEEMNBREESTER
2.3.1 1% 8 GeNorm # # &5 o # % %  GeNorm
( Vandesompele et al, 2002) Z{FiE i A Fa e85 M
Kb RE ke I N S 3L R, M ROK, LR R T
AR, 2 2 s M= 1.5 4 ERR, M< 1.5 FIWr AR T
g, GeNorm BT L5 RANE 3 FiR, ik NS
FEP M {E B HERE A PSC = PP2A<EFI-B<CYP<TUB<
EFl-0a < UNK2 < G6PDH < 18sRNA < Letin < UNK1 < TIF <
ACT<PE<ATP, PSC Fl PP2A #AE NEaE MR I 1Y
WS B R4 A, B Tk B 22 1 O ATP, T 78 HE 78
18sRNA Z Ja IR FEE KT 1.5, e X BN S (1)
FUEMAL  AREHENS IR,

Genorm [ T XF NS FE H ) Fe e MEEA T HE P 4h,
TR I B XA 35 119 P 2 35k DR b o Ak TR 1) T XoF
225 V(Vn/n+1) #7500, NI 8 B 5 1) N 2
HNEH . ZBAFEIA VR 0.15, 4 Vo/n+1>
0.15, WA BEGIAT —ANSEKE 4 Vn+1/n+2
<0.15, AEIZ L5 5 T A iE NS H L H 2
n+ 14>, (HA VAR T 0.15, hriefb I+ 0 k45
RN SEFEH | ol R 3 D ERF e )
WSILH T IE B WA, ISR LR, v
{HASK T 0.15, FTLALL 3 AN HEAE i A iE 1

) 37 %
3.0
2.5
52,0
©
>
—1.5]
i
=1.0
0.5
e m o S Qo 9
LTSS EQ o @8 I
;Q$K§EEE§LEE¢$S‘_
o8 Ty 5 °
RS E[E Reference gene
K3 15 MEE NS R EE (M)
Fig. 3 Expression stability values (M) of
fifteen reference genes
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Fig. 4 Pairwise variation values (V) of

fifteen reference genes

WSEFEH , THEILE 4,

2.3.2 4% A NormFinder 34 49 2 #7 7 %  NormFinder
(Andersen et al ,2004) 727 ] Excel 243185 K 1)
FE S, S BB, I B PR RS E | IR 2 AN EaE .
&5 ffis, 15 AMEIER NS 3L A TE BT A B RE b, S
HEF A PSC<ACT<18sRNA<EFI-a<G6PDH<TUB<
EFI-B<TIF < PP2A < Letin < PE < UNK2 < CYP < ATP <
UNK1,PSC WRGENE R 0.045 2P A NS 1P rh i
/N SRR E MR N S 8RR R UNKL R E
{HH K, X H GeNorm A1 NormFinder 1138 45 53R &
PPN 73 BT BA —E 22 57
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% 2 Bestkeeper Z 71 15 MEZE NS EEMREE

Table 2 Expression stability values of fifteen reference genes calculated by Bestkeeper

WA EETEe JUFSE AR SE /ME - FN:N NS TP N He
Referencegene  Sample amount  Geo mean Ar mean Min Max SD cv Order
UNK1 40 27.96 27.98 25.94 30.52 0.87 3.09 1
TUB 40 24.47 24.50 21.97 26.93 1.02 4.15 2
CYP 40 21.95 21.99 19.61 24.92 1.02 4.63 3
G6PDH 40 27.25 27.30 24.04 30.73 1.32 4.83 4
PSC 40 24.51 24.56 21.31 28.42 1.19 4.84 5
PP2A 40 24.77 24.82 22.11 28.49 1.28 5.14 6
EFI-B 40 22.64 22.69 19.56 25.88 1.18 5.21 7
EFl-a 40 20.05 20.10 16.71 23.42 1.05 5.23 8
Letin 40 27.90 28.02 21.48 34.19 1.88 6.72 9
18sRNA 40 17.61 17.71 10.29 22.06 1.19 6.72 10
UNK2 40 28.13 28.24 23.95 32.52 2.11 7.46 11
ACT 40 24.09 24.19 19.76 29.54 1.82 7.51 12
TIF 40 26.37 26.47 22.68 29.92 2.10 7.95 13
PE 40 25.69 25.83 21.27 29.53 2.61 10.10 14
ATP 40 26.11 26.51 19.86 35.70 4.43 16.71 15
R3 ACtXEESH 15 MEIENSERFEHIREREHF
Table 3 Order of Mean SD in fifteen reference genes calculated by A Ct
NS EEA

ATP  UNK2 18sRNA  Letin
Reference gene

TIF G6PDH PE

PP2A  ACT TUB UNKl EFl-a PSC EFI-B CYP

FHRRERZE 05 061 0.68 072 074  0.82
Mean SD

0.84 0.86 0.88 0.93 0.96 0.97 1.01 1.01

HEF 1 2 3 4 5 6 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Order
2.3.3 BestKeeper 24+ 5-#7 %  BestKeeper ( Pfaffl et FeHF /N, HIE, R YE BestKeeper 45527~ , 1A

al ,2004) 72 )37 LA AR L G 4 UOT- 34800 IR 16 5L
it R A 5 PRI it v 7 A A 1 g 22 (SD) 5748
SRE(CV) KA BT NS I 5 1 FE 1, SD il
/N, CV /I BE Rk B AR e, DA SD=1.0 A AR,
#r SD KT 1.0, W BE R ZEAE b i 8 2R
R 0, FEARYE CV T HEA R AR E NS 5L,
TEATRRES T B} T UNK1 19 SD {5 )y 0.87 41, Higs
[ SD {E#KF 1, LR UNKL b, HApRpSt
RS E AT E 15 /IR, UNKT B9 CV {EAE A Y

i UNK1 Z i FE NS I L 2,

2.3.4 40 ACtAE AT 7% ACH fH A HT i (Silver
et al 2006 ) A& X1 P4 5k 7 T AT I REAS TR e A 7 P 7
FLds TR AL Z A ) AC, 75 ACH [EFEREA
PSR A, B 2/ — AN JE DA A3 B i 2R
FOE IR0, BL 5| AR AN 3L RO HEAT PG R LA
F AP B ACE B9 T Y945 AR 22 ( Mean
StdDev) , Mean StdDev #/)> R} 3 75 12 3[R 76 A0 X
IR A AL SR RS e, g 3 Bk, 15
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Table 4 Result calculate by refFinder
Reffinder Genorm Normfinder Bestkeeper ACt comparision
WS LA -
Reerencesene JLGppsye b wit BF st wF ERES wpn pmmemz
Geo mean Order M value Order S value Order yf#/\, Order Mean SD Order
SD + CV
PSC 2.839 1 0.914 1 0.045 1 4.84 £ 1.19 5 0.97 13
TUB 4.949 2 1.182 5 0.06 6 4.15 + 1.02 2 0.88 10
18sRNA 5.335 3 1.535 9 0.051 3 6.72 + 1.19 10 0.68 3
PP2A 5.422 4 0.914 2 0.072 9 5.14 + 1.28 6 0.84 8
G6PDH 5.566 5 1.443 8 0.059 5 4.82 + 1.32 4 0.82 6
UNK1 6.527 6 1.873 11 0.135 15 3.09 + 0.87 1 0.93 11
UNK2 6.557 7 1.350 7 0.081 12 7.45 + 2.11 11 0.61 2
EFI-B 6.735 8 0.991 3 0.068 7 520 = 1.18 7 1.01 14
EFl-a 6.928 9 1.232 6 0.059 4 5.23 + 1.05 8 0.96 12
CYp 6.955 10 1.112 4 0.098 13 4.63 £ 1.02 3 1.01 15
ACT 7.279 11 2.125 13 0.048 2 7.51 + 1.82 12 0.86 9
ATP 7.492 12 2.575 15 0.133 14 16.71 + 4.43 15 0.5 1
Letin 7.746 13 1.700 10 0.077 10 6.71 + 1.88 9 0.72 4
TIF 8.888 14 1.998 12 0.071 8 7.95 + 2.10 13 0.74 5
PE 11.084 15 2.238 14 0.079 11 10.10 = 2.61 14 0.84 7
0.16 H2 8 CYP R Mean StdDev % K,
0.14 2.3.5 4 )7 RefFinder #k 4+ 2 R 547 W3k 4 PR,
2 0.12 .
=hge R 40T 14 169 12 96 I HE P 5L AT
go.
® 0.08 PRI AN 22 S0 U U F5 22 RefFinder ( Xie,2012) #k
fm
S 0.06 AR B 255 PET, RefFinder 004 HE B 5 15 ) 2 B A
0. 04
002 TERERD MR AT T A HE Y 3 DL — @ B S TR
0 HARR B LT {8, N2 T LT P2 {8
TR YW < X TS 59 " N , S —
EESEEINET R BEER  MONMNSMNEEHBE, HASELR HE
~ Y Yo ©
i & s
REEE Reference genes

%l 5 NormFinder #{F43#r 15 Mz
WS S EE (S)
Fig. 5 Expression stability values(S) of fifteen reference
genes calculated by NormFinder

A NS B RTE TG A 5 Mean StdDev fiz /)M
S ATP WFE MR AN S L ATP  Fe P 2=

PRUERR S MR I N S S A T A 1 e AN 1 2
PE, %54 GeNorm ${F4#r , A5 3EH 3 SN S
YEN ARSI RECH , H I, FEARBE A T~ i
EIE KNSR PSC . TUB 18sRNA
2.4 hGSHS .y-ECS EEF 5L 345 R

WA 6 fizs, P45 48 Blast 04 Ja £ 0, AH LU
IR G2, & 51y 1 i v BeX o BRI
AT TIRE5
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CTC-CGC-ACCGCCAATTCCTGA-CCCTAAGCTAGCGCCATGGCTGTCGTTTCGCGAAGT
CTCACGCAACCGCCAATTCCTGAACCCT-A——AGCGCCATGGCTGTCGTTTCGCGAAGT
GCGACGACCTATACGCGCCACTACTTAATACGACACGAGTTTGATAGGAAAACGAAAACC
GCGACGACCTATACGCGCCACTACTTAATACGACACGAGTTTGATAGGAAAACGAAAACC
TGCGTTGCCAATAATAGTTTGTGTTACTCTGCTAAGAAGGCTCCTCCACCGCAGAGGATT
TGCGTTGCCAATAATAGTTTGTGTTACTCTGCTAAGAAGGCTCCTCCACCGCAGAGGATT
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Fig. 6 Blast results of y-ECS and hGSHS  A. Blast result of y-ECS; B. Blast result of hGSHS.
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