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LEAF VENATION OF HYDRANGEOIDEAE
(HYDRANGEACEAE)

Hao Gang Hu Chiming

(South China Institute of Botany, Academia Sinica, Guangzhou 510650)

Abstract In an attempt to help to elucidate relationships among the genera of Hydrangeoideae,
leaf venation studies were conducted on representative species of 45 or variety of 9 genera. Except
for the genus Kirengeshoma, leaf venation in Hydrangeoideae is basically camptodromous.
Deinanthe, Platycrater and Cardiandra are resemble by having the eucamptodromous venation and
similar higher—order venation; Decumaria and Pileostegia clearly show brochidodromous venation
pattern; Schizophragma fundamentally show cladodromous venation pattern; Dichroa and
Hydrangea appear as transitional groups and closely linked to other genera.

Kirengeshoma differs from other genera by showing craspedodromous venation pattern and
obviously shows the transition to actinodromous. It is suggested that the treatment of promoting
genus Kirengeshoma to subfamily Kirengeshomoideae by Takhtajan should be noted. The present
investication also indicate that generally, there is no clear cut discrimination of groups in

Hydrangeoideae and they overlap each other complexly.
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Eiait% Explanation of plates

Plate I

1. Kirengeshoma palmata; 2. Deinanthe caerulea; 3. Platycrater arguta; 4. Cardiandra moellendorffii; 5.Pileostegia
viburnoides, 6. Schizophragma hypoglaucum, 1. Hydrangea macrophylla; 8. H. longipes.

Plate I

1. Platycrater arguta; 2.Cardiandra moellendorffii; 3. Pileostegia viburnoides; 4. Dichroa febrifuga, 5. Schizophragma
hydrangeoides; 6. S. corylifolium; 1. S. hypoglaucum, 8. S. fauriei; 9. S. integrifolia; 10. S. glaucescens; 11. S. ellipsophyllum,
12. H. rosthornii; 13. Hydrangea villosa; 14. H. strigosa; 15. H. aspera; 16. H. integrifolia; 17. H. xanthoneura; 18. H.
kwangsiensis var hedyotidea.
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