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The geography of Chinese species of Paphiopedilum

WANG Ying-giang
( Zhomghka Agrotechmical College. Guangzhou 510225, China )

Abstract: The geographical distribution and the features of their environment of Chinese species of Pa-
phiopeditum are teported. There are 18 species of Paphiopedilum in China. Most of them grow in
limestone regions and are epiphytic or terrestrial. There are two types of leaves mottled leaves and
green leaves. They distribute in subtropics of China. Five species of subgenus Brachy pefafum are the
most primitive group of Paphiepedilum in China and four of them distributed in the limestone regions
. of Eastsouth Yunnan. Most species of Paphicpedilum distnbute in this area.too. All these facts sug-
gest: the Eastsouth Yunnan may be the origin area and evolutionary center of Puphiopedidum. Sub-
tropics of China may be the diverification center of Paphiopeditum.
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Fig.1 The distribution of Chinese species of Puphiopeddum
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