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The formation and prospect of the contemporary

Chinese schools of florology and
floristic phytogeography

WU Li-hong, YANG De-po

( School of Life Science, Zhongshan University, Guangzhou 510275, China )

Abstract: China is one of the countries which is marked by the most abundant plant species and the richest plant

resources in East Asia and even in the world, and has always been attended by botanists worldwide, especially

by Chinese botanists. As a result of the successful work by the Chinese botanists of several generations, the Flo-

ra of China, including more than 30 000 plants, has almost been finished. As to the origin of the Chinese flora,

there are mainly two kinds of systematic Chinese schools of florology and floristic phytogeography: (1) the

“floristic affinity of China with tropics”, which is advanced by Prof. Wu Zhengyi, the founder of floristic phyto-

geography in China; (2)“the origin of the Cathaysian flora”, which is advanced by Prof. Chang Hongta, the

founder of florology in China. Both of them possess comprehensive and profound content. In order to under-

stand their theory clearly, we extract the essentials and distinguish of the views between the two theories from

their many works and theses. Lastly, we cordially hope our Chinese florologists as well as their successors to

form a distinguished Chinese characteristic theory of florology and floristic phytogeography.
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