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ON THE BASIC CONCEPT OF THE RESERVE CLUSTER
AND ITS APPLICATION INSTANCING MENGLUN RESERVE
OF XISHUANG BANNA, YUNNAN PROVINCE

Wang Xian-pu

(Tnstitute of Botany, Academia Sinica)

Abstract A major conflict at single-purpose reserves is the frequent in-
compatibility between the conservation and manipulative research objectives
of the reserve establishment, Hence, protected core area and peripheral
buffer zones were proposed to resolve the conflict between different types
of reserve utilization, These zones were drawn as being contiguous in space,
Because contiguous buffer zones available for manipulatire studies do not
occur around most conservation reserves, an extension of this concept called
the reserve cluster was proposed by American scientists— W C Johnson, J.S,
Olson, and D E Reichle,

In this concept, a central censervation reserve forms the core of the
reserve cluster, with a contiguous buffer zone and with nearby experimental
reserve fulfliling the manipulation research objectives, Thus, the cluster of
reserves can fully address the goals of natural conservation and at the same
time it can remain compatible with the economic construcion,

There are three important institutions within the Menglun reserve: The
Menglun reserve servce, Institute of Tropical Botany and Menglun Forest
Plantaton., if combining these three institutions into a reserve cluster,
unified pianning, taking on separately responsibility themselves, both natural
conservation and economic construction will obtain great development in

this region,



