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Abscisic acid induces anthocyanin synthesis
in Arabidopsis thaliana seedlings
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Abstract: Abscisic acid (ABA) is a critical phytohormone and widely modulates various biological processes in
plants. Anthocyanins are flavonoids produced by plant secondary metabolism and play crucial roles in plant growth and
stress responses. Recently, several transcription factors and synthetase genes involved in anthocyanins biosynthesis have
been well studied; however, the upstream regulatory signals mediating their synthesis remain to be further explored. In
this study, we taken Arabidopsis thaliana as the research object and investigated the function and mechanism of ABA in
the control of anthocyanin biosynthesis. Phenotypic analysis showed that exogenous application of ABA significantly in-
creased the accumulation of anthocyanins in the stem ends of wild-type A. thaliana seedlings. Consistently, ABA induced

the expression of certain transcription factors and synthetase genes associated with anthocyanin synthesis. In addition, ge-
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netic analysis revealed that ABA-stimulated anthocyanin synthesis is partially dependent on core transcription factors in

the MBW complex that positively regulates anthocyanin synthesis, such as TTG1, TT8, and MYB75. Preliminary mecha-

nism studies revealed that the bZIP-type transcription factor ABI5 in the ABA signaling pathway physically interacts with

TTG1, TT8 and MYB7S5 to form a protein complex. Taken together, this study shows that ABA signaling induces antho-

cyanin accumulation in A. thaliana seedlings and may regulate the synthesis of anthocyanins by synergizing the ABIS with

the MBW complex.

Key words: Arabidopsis thaliana, ABA, anthocyanin, ABIS transcription factor, MBW complex

6T ALY IR PA ™ A ) — R PR R
RO JETIRETLE Y, 78 E R B 2547
{2 BB A B B (B ( Peiffer et al., 2016; Wei
etal., 2018) ., BJ ZAETH FHY P, 2HY
AR BRIIE B EE RS, T RAERGHEY
Tt 336 15 W 360 e 07 Dk #E EE AR T, XA A A K
BHH K W 05 GE W A 28 Y (Rowan et al.,
2009 ; Fan et al., 2016; Liang & He,2018) , 251
T 3O LR AR I JE R AT 3 Ay 45 ) 56 DR R )8 42 5 ]
WIS, S5M LG R A A R R (N CHSS |
CHI 1 F3H ) F U 9] 4 ) & W K (40 DFR (ANS
Fl UF3GT ) ( Tanaka et al., 2008; Zhang &
Schrader,2017) ., HEIM R KM S 5 E R G
0 ] 45 L PR 32 4 5% MYB  bHLH 1 WD40 % Ji%
#HHH (Deng & Lu,2017; Ma & Constabel, 2019)
PAP1 >4 R2R3 MYB ZKJ% & it MYB75, € 5 [A K
1 PAP2/MYBOO Y 1IE A5 1675 2 A BOHH 5¢ 3k
Rl %) & 35, 4 PAL ,CHS 1 DFR %% ( Maier et al.,
2013; Shin et al., 2015), It #F, Gonzalez et al.
(2008)iFHA T MYB113 8 MYB114 it ikt &
HAUr ST AL AR B E W N, TT8 ,GL3 1 EGL3
R T bHLH KR A7, 35 E KM R
e SR AR, IE PR 7 LM T 4R 5 2R B AR A
(Baudry et al., 2004 ; Escaray et al., 2017) , TTG1
J& T WD40 1 %K & W 5 1 PACL #F b AL,
Koornneef ( 1981 ) #{z i RE 2 il Ff jz B8, AL F
2O TR W MR E R E S, MYB, bHLH A1
WD40 54 B 38 # JE i = JC MBW & & ¥ k& #
PFER, B AL S 2 A B R GA, o
DFR BAN .LDOX .TT12 .TT19 F1 AHA10( Xu et al.,
2014) , RAWFRALH R AEW A s & LIRS
S BTN B A A 0 AR G 2R BEALD, X ek )

TP A AR BL , 52 v 1 W) 48 T 30 BA T AE v
=

TRk MW IR AR AE T R AR B A
BNz O, 4N, e n A P8 R v E
15 BN AL T 226 UH G & PR Y 2 38 ok 42 il 7K 2R
AT Z B0 FL Z (Shen et al., 2014; Chen et al.,
2016) , ABA MR EMHYW AN EZNAERKFATY
iz — B 2S5 WY 02 R A B R
IR E FhFIRIRGH L idk RRLE .
R R, U RN T 2 S mBEk
A TR 45 306 5% W 38 09 B 2% I I ( Nakashima &
Yamaguchi-Shinozaki, 2013 ; Dejonghe et al., 2018;
Brunetti et al., 2019) ., ABA {55 @18 KA 5E N
F ABIS J& T bZIP ZHRIS B, AT ¢ SnRK2 ¥4 Al
Ak, EEZ 5IREEY R R bk s
KA1 (Yu et al., 2015; Pan et al., 2018),
ABA V3 GE {2 i S Le A P S TR AR T A LR
B & (Hiratsuka et al., 2001 ; Jiang & Joyce, 2003;
Shen et al., 2014;An et al., 2018) , {HZ, HHj*
T ABA PSR ITAETT 2R A A A W) E DI RE S
THLHRAIATE 2 . AWEFE LI RE Iy SE 50 41 kL,
T AL 2 NG A W) A A G I SR T R R Y T
ABA XU R ST A AL T 2R 115 S AE T LA AR 5
EEGE NP IR N WA e AR [N U

1 #HEF*

1.1 MR R AR

JIT AT 9 A8 (R AR J2: B A= B G I Columbia-0 i3t
35 5 =RAS R 18  .myb-RNAi Nl papl-D it
HFARAL K BT A R T R 5 R AR R
18 .myb-RNAi 1 pap1-D, JE 1 20% (1) 84 11 7 T 15
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M 8 min FE17T R KH , HHEFAE S A 0.6% i
1% FERER) 1/2 MS K553 [ (pH 5.8) ,7E 4 C
F24hJ5ET 22 CHKHBEANTAEK O
M/ PG 16 h/8 h) . T ABA 3% M Sigma-
Aldrich 2% & g 3£ | Taq DNA 2 4 0 W9 [ Takara
Biotechnology /& Al , HoAth & FH i A A= TAY T
FE( Lifg) A BR AT,
1.2 ABA 4bE

27 An et al. (2018) 5715 KRG IF Fp 14
FTE R INAS A] ¥k B (0,0.25,0.5,0.75 pmol « L)
ABA 19 172 MS ifiR¥E A 4 CHEML24 h JFE
TRAMBEHET, T 22 CHEK 6~12 d, W4
i AET 22 B B AE 0L HURE FH L W fUE 40 R
MG ABA B A EE AT 34,
HEANLREZADT 3K,
1.3 EBEEZEENNE

& 0.25 pmol - L™ ABA Y 1/2 MS BiIE5;
A EARKM 7 d AL, AFE AR R R Col,
AR R BE papl-D . myb-RNAi F1 18 7F B+ K-
HURERRE W (g) JE A 1 mL R 7R HF B4 e ()
fist o ERFERIAFRIL N 99 ¢ 1) 7E 4 °C &4 IR HR1E
EANME 24 h, 13 000 r + min” B0 10 min, BUE
WA BIAE 530,657 nm P K Ab I = W OG BE (0D
{B) , 76 €0 22 17 19 A X% i A 38 (A530-0.25 %
A657) - g FW i1 (Xie et al., 2016) , S2HZ /b
FHE 3K,
1.4 RNA 2E#0 RT-qPCR

K H Hu & Yu(2014) (475 2 0k, i FH Trizol
350 (Invitrogen ) M UL R 7F 4l 1 P H R RNA J5
i % 5% B cDNA J5 i 17 % it 55 B PCR (RT-
qPCR) . #—%% cDNA ffi /1 HA oligo(dT) 18 5|#)
B M-Mu LV ¥ % 5% i ( Fermentas, EU) , £ 20 pL
FOWARF R 1 1.5 g DNA il 40 BE A RNA & i,
i FH 2XSYBR Green I master mix 7£ Roche Light Cy-
cler 480 SZHf PCR {Y L # 47 RT-qPCR(Hu & Yu,
2014) , $AREIF ACTIN2 FER FVEIE R R IR NS
REH FAFES T T RT-qPCR M i A= )24 2
2034, BN EYFEL T2 0h 2
RER, F TR 5 59 00 35 R 5451 9 0
1,
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Table 1  Primers of RT-qPCR
EWATE EMSY AL IR
Gene name Forward primer Reverse primer
DFR CTTCTTATACGAA- TGAAGGTACGTTATAT-
CAAGCAGCC TCGGGG
UF3GT  CGAGACCATTTTC- CTAGAGGCGTCTTAGCTA-
CGTACAATC ACTC
LDOX CTGATTCGATTGT- ACAATCTTATCCTTT-
GATGCACAT GGGGGTT
MYBT5 GAAAAAGAGAGA- ATTAACGTCAACTTTTG-
CATTACGCCC GTGGG
TTG1 TTCCTTCGATTG- GCAAGTCTTAACAAAG-
GAACGATGTA GCGTAT
TT8 ACTAAAGATAAGAG-  ATGATTTACGTACGCAAT-
GCTACCGC GGTG
MYB90 ~ ACTCAAGAAAAATA-  AGGAACAATCGCAT-
ATGTTTGTGAAAA CAGCTTCT
MYB113  ATAAAAATAGTTG- TGCTGTTTCCGTAGCT-
CAACGATGTCAA TCTGG
MYB114 ~ ACTCAAGAAAAATA-  CACGGTTCATGCTTCT-
ATGTTTGTGAAAA TACTCAGA
HYS GTCAAAGGAAGC TGAGCTGAAACTCTGTTC-
GAGGGAGGAC CTCAA
GL3 AGAAGGTGTCGGT- CCGATCCTTAAATTATCG-
TAACAATGTTG GTTAAAC
EGL3 ATGTGAATGTAG- TGACAGTTAAGCAGAG-
GAGAAGATGAACCA  TAAACCGTC
PAL CCATAAGATTG- GCCGTGAAAACCTT-
GAGCTTTCGAG GTCGAA
C4H AAACAACCCCAA- CACTTTAGACTGTCCTG-
CAGCTGGAA GAGGAGG
4CL AGGTTTTCAGG- AGTGAAGAACACTTTGTT-
TAGCTCCGG GATTCTCTT
F3H GCCATTTTTTGAG- TGAGGCGAGCAAGCTCCA
CAATGGG
T2 CTTCTCTTCTCG- ATTACCTTGAGCAGGAAC-
GATCTCTCTCTTC CAACT

1.5 BEWFERZXW (Y2H)

ABI5 i CDs 4= K M1 326 bp, 4 f 442 D&
KR, HEIE ABIS R S5 AEF R A MM XEN
B HAEZR B ABIS 194K 751 58 2 pGBKT7
FyE BikL BD-ABIS , 2% Chen et al. (2012) #4743
Bt JE Hi. BD-ABIS''®_ BD-ABIS'®™_ BD-
ABI5'®*2 BD-ABI5®'™* 1 BD-ABIS™"*?_ ¥4 f&
TR A A AR HE K B 4 05 0 51 v [ 3 4044
pGADT7 Wi #4545 Fi ki AD-MYB75 AD-MYB90 , AD-
MYB113 AD-MYB114 AD-TT8 1 AD-TTG1, &%
Xie et al. (2016) 9777, 70 K Hoy B A N i Fl C
Ui MYB75 B85 1~ 122 DEIEFR A N i, 55 123 ~
249 A2 FER M C i, FHE 53 B Bk AD-MYB75-N
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Table 2 Primers used for generating various clones
BAL IR 519 Bl 14

Plasmid name Forward primer

Reverse primer

AD-MYB90 GATTACGCTCATATGATGGAGGGTTCGTCCAAAGG
AD-MYB114 GATTACGCTCATATGATGGAGGGTTCGTCCAAAGG
AD-MYB75 GATTACGCTCATATGATGGAGGGTTCGTCCAAAGG
AD-MYB75-N GATTACGCTCATATGATGGAGGGTTCGTCCAAAGG
AD-MYB75-C GATTACGCTCATATGAAACATGAACCGTGTTGTAAGATAAAG
MYB75-nYFP ATAGGATCCATGGAGGGTTCGTCCAAAGG

AD-MYB113 GATTACGCTCATATGATGGGCGAATCACCCAAAG
AD-MYBI113-N  GATTACGCTCATATGATGGGCGAATCACCCAAAG
AD-MYB113-C GATTACGCTCATATGAAGCACGATGAACGATGCTGTA
MYB113-nYFP  ATAGGATCCATGGGCGAATCACCCAAAG

GAD-TT8 GAGGCCAGTGAATTCATGGATGAATCAAGTATTATTCCGG
GAD-TT8-N GAGGCCAGTGAATTCATGGATGAATCAAGTATTATTCCGG
GAD-TT8-C GAGGCCAGTGAATTCGTGAAAACGGCGCCGTC

TT8-nYFP ATACTCGAGATGGATGAATCAAGTATTATTCCGG

GAD- TTG1 GATTACGCTCATATGATGGATAATTCAGCTCCAGATTCG
GAD- TTG1-N  GATTACGCTCATATGATGGATAATTCAGCTCCAGATTCG
GAD- TTG1-C GATTACGCTCATATGGATAAAGAGGTTCATGACATTGCTT
TTG1-nYFP ATATCTAGAATGGATAATTCAGCTCCAGATTCG
GUS-nYFP CGCGGATCC ATGGTCCGTCCTGTAGAAAC

GUS-cYFP GCTCTAGA ATGGTCCGTCCTGTAGAAAC

BD-ABIS ATAGAATTCTCAGAGCGAGAAGTAGAGTCGTCC
BD-ABIS'™'™ ATAGAATTCTCAGAGCGAGAAGTAGAGTCGTCC
BD-ABIS" ATAGAATTCCATAGAGGTGGTGGTAGCGGTAAT
BD-ABIS'** ATAGAATTCCATAGAGGTGGTGGTAGCGGTAAT
BD-ABIS™ ATAGAATTCCCCACTAATCCTAAACCTAATCCAAA
BD-ABIS™** ATAGAATTCCCAGTGGAGAAAGTAGTGGAGAGAA
ABIS5-cYFP ATAGAGCTCATGGTAACTAGAGAAACGAAGTTGACG

ACCCGGGTGGAATTCCTAATCAAGTTCAACAGTCTCTCCATC
ACCCGGGTGGAATTCCTAAAAAATATCGACTTTTTGGGC
ACCCGGGTGGAATTCCTAATCAAATTTCACAGTCTCTCCATC
ACCCGGGTGGAATTCCTTTTTCATCTTTATCTTACAACACGG
ACCCGGGTGGAATTCCTAATCAAATTTCACAGTCTCTCCATC
ATATCTAGAATCAAATTTCACAGTCTCTCCATCG
ACCCGGGTGGAATTCCTAATTCAGTTCTAAAGTCTCTTCATCAAA
ACCCGGGTGGAATTCGTTTATCATCTTCGTCTTACAGCATC
ACCCGGGTGGAATTCCTAATTCAGTTCTAAAGTCTCTTCATCAAA
ATATCTAGAATTCAGTTCTAAAGTCTCTTCATCAAAC
GAGCTCGATGGATCCCTATAGATTAGTATCATGTATTATGACTTGGTG
GAGCTCGATGGATCCCGGTAGCCTCTTATCTTTAGTGTTGT
GAGCTCGATGGATCCCTATAGATTAGTATCATGTATTATGACTTGGTG
ATACTCGAGTAGATTAGTATCATGTATTATGACTTGGTGG
ACCCGGGTGGAATTCTCAAACTCTAAGGAGCTGCATTTT
ACCCGGGTGGAATTCATGAGCTATAAGCTGAGTCTCAACAAC
ACCCGGGTGGAATTCTCAAACTCTAAGGAGCTGCATTTT
ATATCTAGAAACTCTAAGGAGCTGCATTTTGTTAG

GCTCTAGA TCATTGTTTGCCTCCCTGCT
CGCGGATCCTCATTGTTTGCCTCCCTGCT
ATAGGATCCTTAGAGTGGACAACTCGGGTTCC
ATAGGATCCTTATATCTCAGACCAAACCTCATCAACAG
ATAGGATCCTTAATGTTCTCTAACCACACCAGCCTT
ATAGGATCCTTAGAGTGGACAACTCGGGTTCC
ATAGGATCCTTAACCATCCACTACTCTTTTCCTTCC
ATAGGATCCTTAGAGTGGACAACTCGGGTTCC
ATAGGATCCGAGTGGACAACTCGGGTTCCTC

I AD-MYB75-C; MYB113 BY%F 1~ 123 DR N
N ¥, 55 124 ~247 DNRIERR A C Uiy , Ko 2 53 B kL
AD-MYB113-N 1 AD-MYB113-C;TT8 %5 1~358
ANEIER N N S, 5 359~519 NEFEFR N C i,
F /> BEFORL AD-TT8-N F1 AD-TT8-C; TTG1 F4 %43
1~ 174 AFHERR A N I, 55 175 ~342 DR K
C ¥, 4 2 2y BE i ki AD-TTG1-N Fl AD-TTG1-C,
PR A T (5] 344 A R 1 77 T B WL A% 58 SE 5
F A 45 A i B 5 1 WL 3% 2.,
1.6 W4 FIEH E4MEL ( BiFC Assays)

$ 173 DR N RuHE R A YFP (nYFP) £
64 NEFEML C K B (cYFP) [ cDNA 731 47
PCR ¥ 1 I e B 3] pFGC5941 73 Jill 7 £k pFGC-
nYFP fl pFGC-cYFP ( Kim et al., 2008), ## ABIS
f 2 1 ) 51 il & T pFGC-cYFP H 4 & 5 ki ABIS-

¢YFP,Tfii MYB75 MYB90 MYB113 MYB114 TT8 #
TTG1 475151 A pFGC-nYFP L5 nYFP JE i,
N AHHHE PR A o R 152 0 TR 5 AR 1 AT 1R
(H#R GV3101) 1, 4 Hu & Yu (2014) fr ik #E47 408
BRI BN [ B il 0 S A e R R IR CE
THEAL 48 h J5 FHZOCHRHL | 47 B S i e 38 4
M U R, fE SR R RO A R R
( Olympus , Tokyo, Japan) T W< YFP Fil DAPI %,
ARSI TR S R R S I IR 2,

2 R 594
2.1 ABA R#AMBEFHEFEBTENRE

4 Columbia A= 2% 5 5 (9 Wy AE #Y (WT) Ff -+
W& R AE & A A A e JE ABA (0.0.25,0.50.0.75
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Fig. 1

pmol « L) [ 1/2 MS K% 7 3k I+, 56 UF 4N 5 Jiti fin
ABA BREREA T RN A M., MEH], ABA &
M BE S M IRIE T R R, RN Y
HZEREI MR, BB Ea @R, #F—5
FH BT UAEE ABA Ab B4 4 v A, I 40 5 A [H]
KB F . W& ABA W JE (38 i, 55 4 7Y
YRR A KB W 2R AL E R R
B A) 38R R R ABA b3 1 4
HOETFAEK 6 d) PR E R SRAN, B ERY)
MAEAT ABA 1 1/2 MS M EAE T B & B A%, 7E
0.75 pmol + L™ ABA #i I AETE 2% & ey, Bifl
H ABA WRERIINMAEFE RS LZ (K 1:8), W
AR GWERMAET RHBZREH B, X
FUASME ABA ZbBRRESE S IR ST A TP AL R
AE R, TR S AR R LR | HL RS
ABA ¥ B F 38 o 22 8 1 e 3
2.2 ABA FEEBEREHHEXERMRIX

PAL .CAH ACL .CHS .CHI .F3H .DFR .LDOX F

ABA induces anthocyanin synthesis in wild-type Arabidopsis thaliana seedlings

UF3GT S5 A6 T 22 A LM R 45 M 5L [, MYBTS |
MYB90 MYB113 MYB114 TT8 .GL3 .EGL3 .TTG1 .
HY5 F1TT2 J2& 5 ) 45 1 J A 3¢ 38 i) o 9 5 Ak
CEMS S5 0E £ A G120 5 2L ),
BT RAE B B R AR E R A L
WA, N AR N IS R & & -
Tt ( Dubos et al., 2008; Gonzalez et al., 2008;
Petroni & Tonelli,2011) ., X AS[A]#JE ABA iS40
FRAY B A A &) 1 UE AT B RNA $2 B, 30 #5 5%
cDNA J5#E 17 RT-qPCR SC 5, kI [ 34 fr A& 16 75
B L A i DRLRD R 4 L R B A G Rk i, 1R 2
gE W R, 7E ABA Ab BB AH W), CAH . DFR .
LDOX 1 UF3GT %4675 3 45 10 B: R 1) 2R3k i 354
Jin, HLFEE ABA MeBES B EAH G R R, M Ab,
MYB75 MYB90 .TT8 .GL3 EGL3 .TTG1 .TT2 ¥ HY5
SEPHTTIE R R IR AZ ABA 95 S, XUl
ABA MR BB L IR AR H R A A S Y
KRR RES IR I P AEEFE RN A,
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Fig. 2 ABA induces expression of anthocyanin synthesis related genes in wild-type Arabidopsis thaliana seedlings

23ABA FSHEFEZME B ER 5 &k ® T MYB75
MTTS AT EH

A — Dl i s 5L T T ABA fi
HAETE R WG BUE SO T LR 0 IEE
IRE . FRATUCHUE —HL R 1Y Columbia A= 2571 5
By RUBD A6 2R SR R AR RN myb-RNAi Fl
18, L AT A I 5k (A ) Fh 7 pap1-D , 3 Ff
FHA 0.25 pmol - L ABA HRJF K 1/2 MS 5555
Lo WE 3 A FIRJE AR 6 d IR AE TR Y40
HIZER B VR, 1M 28 A8 (R A MR myb-RNAi Fl 8
1) &) 1 I B S ) 2 € e A A 2R AR LA S it R
ek a s MR, papl-D R ZE I B4 B . b B AR
BIMEM G, O T BRIz as R, AT i
YT E T R, Bl 3B 45 REY],
RASKKERR myb-RNA; Fl 18 7E 0.25 1 0.5 wmol -

L' ABA KR 172 MS 85370k e RS 2
B AR R I 1T papl-D MMERIE T & B E
m THEPAEREY) Y, #2000 kB, B A AU
PITE 0.5 pmol « L™ ABA ¥R LY 1/2 MS K573 I
HHEZRS0 wmol - L' ABA ¥R 1/2 MS 85 37 3k
FAEE R LUAE 03 5 T 5 AR AR R myb-RNAi Tl
18 AR A FLEL (& 3.C) o BBAh , ARBFFE K T
W F A WA S 45 # 2 (40 DFR ., LDOX #i
UF3GT) B335, $#£H00.0.5 pmol - L' ABA 4b#f
(AT AR TRUAR ) L KR G 58 AR AARAR D 1) 6 RNA | 30 5
S eDNA J5 #EFT RT-qPCR S2I6 46 108 17 By AR X
Fikg, B 3.D 4R BN, 7E ABA WFE LT,
DFR LDOX F UF3GT 7 5 A AR AR myb-RNAi I
18 PP AT G % 3k B B I T R A ALK A, T AR
papl-D FERE AR XS FR 3K 8 B S s T B AR R A
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Kl 3 ABA SR IFET = A BB HO T TT8 A1 MYB75 255 ¢ A+

Fig. 3 ABA induces anthocyanin synthesis in Arabidopsis thaliana seedlings is
dependent on TT8 and MYB75 transcription factors

XKW ABA R HE LR IT 4 A6 E I A G A K
T MYB75 F1 TTS Z58 45 2 1 A9 1E % g
2.4 MYB75.TT8 #1 TTG1 E 85 ABI5 %R EF
HEEHR
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Fig. 4 ABA-related ABIS5 transcription factor physically interacts with the anthocyanin
synthesis-associated TT8, MYB75, and TTGI proteins in yeast
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Fig. 5 ABA-related ABIS5 transcription factor physically interacts with the anthocyanin synthesis-
associated TT8, MYB75, and TTGI proteins in plant cells
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Fig. 6 C-terminal region of ABIS transcription factor physically interacts with the anthocyanin
synthesis-associated TT8, MYB75, and TTGI proteins in yeast
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Fig. 7 ABIS5 transcription factor physically interacts with the N-terminal regions of MYB75 and TTGI in yeast
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