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Study on seed morphology of Mahonia (Berberidaceae)
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Abstract; Seed morphology of 24 species in the genus of Mahonic; was studied by using a light microscope (LM) and
a scanning electron microscope (SEMD. The results show that the seeds are black,large (3. 4—6.7 mmX1.7—3.5
mm) and diverse in shape. The ornamentation of seed coat is reticular, but the shape, size,and reticulation ridge are
differ among taxa, but uniform for the same taxon, enabling division of the genus into nine types. Thus seed morphol-
ogy provides evidence for dividing the genus of Mahonia,but does not support Ahrendt’s treatment of the genus as 2
groups,4 sections and 14 subsections.
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Table 1 Origin of materials
mE AW R FEIEFR A
No. Taxa Locality Voucher
1 M. aquifolium Columbia T. R. G. Moir 234
2 M. nana Wyoming Aven Nelson 7721
3 M. repens fowa R. Crook 348
4 M. dictyota Arnold Arbo-  Alfred Rehder 266
retum
5 M. pumila North Amer- Peck 8095
ica
6 M. pinnata California B. Bartholomew2290
7 M, bracteolate ZEAWL K. M. Feng 592
8 M, gracilis Mexico C. G. Pringle s, n.
9 M. microphylla [ FHRE ¥ H 91010
10 M, nevinii Angeles C. Darlaud s. n,
11 M. pallida Mexico N. P. Taylor&S. G.
Knees 553

12 M. swaseyi United States A, Coonibes 152

13 M. nervosa Vancouver John Macoun 177
Island,B. C.
14 M. entriphylla Mexico C. H. Mueller 2355
15 M. polydonta PO UK B HRBA 1179
16 M. lanceolata Mexico G. B. H. 4103
17 M. imbricate M F L Al R Bk 4 50184
18 M. retinervis 7 T 7 BE C. W. Wang 86066
19 M. duclouziana z B ik SheBEh . ETT{E 121
20 M. napaulensis Bhutan B. Bartholomen 3927
21 M. eurybracte- D)) 2= X 60260
ata subsp. eury-
bracteata
22 M. calamiaulis VG5 & N # 4 , gt 4898 0547
subsp. kingdon-
wardiana
23 M. philippr Philippine Loher 60
nensis Islands
24 M. shenii FUAREWL I BA 0297
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BERT: 120, FHEE—BRAIFERE. KiE
Werker(1997) B4R #E, /N BV A F K 0. 2~0. 3 mm,
FEFFR 0.3~2 mm, KEIKBREHFRAT
2.0mm, +RKIWFBEAYMHFK I 4~6.7 mm, R
1.7~3.5 mm, B F KRB, MELMHIMECR, +K
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Table 2 Seed morphology in the genus Mahonia

G YaBE Taxa J 4k Shape K/ Size (mm) SR Type B iR Plate

M. aqui folium 2 3.4X2.5 E3 /N EEI ERI:1
M. nana % B 4.8X1.8 K] I, EiR .2
M, repens 157 4.4X2.5 HKE ] BRI A% -3
M. dictyota Y b 5.2X2.6 3V BRI B4
M. pumila (35,2 3.9%2.2 KR I BRI, EmED .5
M, pinnata 5187 4.0X2.3 E-3i' ) B ,EAHRI .6
M. bracteolate 512 5.3%X2.8 Hm T BT EKRDT.7
M., gracilis 52 5.0%3.1 A1 BRI, E®RI-:8
M. microphylla 58I 5.7X3.5 %KE T B DB D .9
M. nevinii g 5.1X2.2 KRBT BEI ,E&kD:10
M. pallida 13517 3.9%2.2 L3 0\ BRI BRI
M. swaseyi BRAR ¥ 1B 7B 5.5X3.2 RHV BRI ERT: 12
M. nervosa 154 4,4%X2.7 E-3iAY BT B3
M, entriphylla .52 3.9%X2.4 HKEV BRI, ER 14
M, polydonta AR KRB 6.5X2.9 RV ERE I, BRI 16
M, lanceolata g 5.3X3.0 KRV BRI ERD: 16
M. imbricate 152 5.0X3.3 HKEV ERI.BRN 17
M. retinervis 157 4,7X2.9 KRV EAE I .EMH .18
M. duclouziana 5P 4,0X2,2 ARV HgI.E&IT: 19
M. napaulensis i 5 3,7X1.7 ARV BRI BRI 20
M. eurybracteata subsp. eurybracteata 5 5.0%2.8 KRV BT Bkl 21
M, calamiaulis subsp. kingdon-wardiana IE 4.2X2.2 KRR BRI Bk 22
M. philippinensis i 4,4X2.9 KB B I EE-23
M., shenii =B 4,7X2.7 HKAIX BRI ER 24
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Table 3 Seed-coat ornamentation in Mahonia

xH $¢fF Characters

Type

R FFp2K Representative species

M. aqui folium , M. nana .M. repens, M. dictyota, M.
pumila M. pinnata M. bracteolata (I 1 :1-7)

MO FMAE B REEN, MIREERTE, KRTEL—B L REXE M. gracilis M. microphylla (B 1 :8-9)

M. nevinii (R I :10)

KE
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R4, M R, MR B K&, KAD—B L RE2RR

M. pallidaCERE T :11)

M. swaseyi, M. nervosa., M. entriphylla, M.
polydonta(BRR 11 ,12-15)

M., lanceolata(EJE 1T :16)

M. imbricata . M. retinervis. M. duclouxiana. M.

RENX FEFE, MU REEW MREARKRKE, KD —B RAZHKER

napaulensis(E M I :17-20)
M. eurybracteata subsp. eurybracteatal BRI:21)

M. calamiaulis subsp. kingdonwardiana, M. phil-
ippinensis M. shenii(BIRR I :22-24)
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bracteatae 7, BIb—FX B E T section Horridae,
FF—X & T section Aqui foliatae/ section Panicu-
latae, ZHFRMBE T ZRB 24 F, RAM R LML
+AEE BT IMARELMEEE, BENEKLS
Ahrendt R AR T HTE LW E. HPRBIEE
&5 subsect. Euaquifoliatae 3t i, BB EHF T M.
bracteolata (sect. Longibracteatae) ; 2B 55 ¥ & 3l
sect, Horridae WA~ Ff M. nevinii f M. swaseyi 4} 5l
BRASBEAIARFEMRELH A MR, FFE
Group B) B DN FP M, microphylla F) M. gracilis B #&
FRESURA BB T R — AN B 8, 1] subsect. Eu-
paniculatae BFP R SUHERIH R BB ARF KA,
BIREI V(M. pallida) F1ZEHI VI (M. lanceolata) ; £ I
BMVFHEET 3 MK sections B 4 A~A[E sub-
sections YRR AR 3 AMRE, HHIEETARLA
ByFpd, EA I MERMMELES, XBIET
MEEEX, EXBIFEEN M microphylla 1 M.
gracilis Y HI P EFRMILEFHE, B TARBH
Group, WER /N2 5 M. microphylla B REFIIL 3=
FhEM KRB, T WA (sect. Longibracteatae) P
X 6 FS RO R B BU , BD S RIT 6B R RV (262
VI AV KA,

SLFR BREZBRMEYHZEE . RFE
BEMEARFBEN A XERERA X Abrendt
(DM RGER 4 FTREHR FTREREE R, 448/
ANETFHAEM ITS FEI R HT45 5 R I F B 8
EBHRIGT  REAH - NEENRER R X B
M RNFRAY KU, 245K LI FRERE,
EXMBERBENLEIRE.
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